Believe          Give              Inspire             
On January 1, 2012, a milestone quietly passed for this community.  It officially marked the incorporation of your United Way. Hundreds of thousands of lives have been impacted under the flag of United Way for forty-five years in the City of Kawartha Lakes. Prior to 1967, citizens and leaders who lived here, forged the legacy of caring through collective fundraising, under the names of Community Chest and Red Feather campaigns.  A lot has changed since the 1940’s when our community realized we needed to collectively raise funds to support critical non-government funded programs.  
One fact that has never changed: your United Way is not a government funded agency nor has it received national funding from United Way –Canada for community programs. Why have we grown our commitment to this community?  
United Way donors and volunteers, past and present, share some common denominators.  They give of their time and they donate at many levels.  They believe in you and me.  By working together, citizens and businesses have ensured we have daily access to: before and after school programs for more than 2,000 children; mentorships and tutoring for children; mental health supports; special transportation rides for seniors; supports for families with special needs members, falls prevention and safety programs; disaster supports; shelter and utility arrears help; reassurance/crisis intervention; and rural outreach programs across the City of Kawartha Lakes. United Way and its funded agencies operate leanly and transparently. 
But most of all, United Way volunteers and donors, inspire others to commit.  They inspire children to achieve and believe in themselves.  They inspire seniors to continue to be independent and safe in their communities.  They inspire new parents to learn skills.  They believe that people should not loose hope and that we have an obligation to care about our neighbours and families.  As our community has grown, so have the demands on our 15 funded agencies to provide more programs.  Currently, United Way funds more than 42 results-driven programs. 
In recent weeks, we have had several business and community leaders continue to find ways to help us support this community.  Graham Bashford and his caring team at Adelaide Place will, along with the United Way board of directors, be flipping pancakes on February 21st between 5-7p.m. at Adelaide Place.  We have a double whammy for March 3rd:  Audrey Quibell and her team of volunteers are hosting, and still have room, for sponsors and curlers in the 4th annual family fun bonspiel that takes place at the Lindsay Curling Club.   Holsag Canada and Corneil’s Auction Barn are teaming up for a blowout chair sale on the same day starting at 9a.m.  March 16th ---a delightful St. Patrick’s Day afternoon event will be hosted by Adelaide Place.   
We have taken our cue from the people who drive our community to be better. We are asking each of you to join us in the final days of this campaign.  This is your United Way’s toughest campaign in its history.  There are some simple facts to consider this year for giving:  in tougher economic times, more people reach out for services; agencies reach out with more programs to more people. Finally, United Way’s campaign needs people to continue to give from now until March 31st. 
On behalf of the 25,000 people who are able to access everyday programs, we thank our donors and volunteers, past and present. Outstanding commitment!   You have made this a caring and safer community by believing, giving and inspiring us to be the change.  To make pledge payments, donations or provide sponsorships, please call the United Way at 705-878-5081.

